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Travel and tourism industry supports 136,000 Utah jobs, according to new report
Visitors directly spent a record $9.75 billion in the state economy in 2018

November 14, 2019 (Salt Lake City) - Travelers to Utah spent a record $9.75 billion in the state in
2018 and generated an estimated $1.28 billion in total state and local tax revenue, according to a
recent study completed by the Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute. Approximately 1in 11 Utah jobs is now

supported by visitor spending, either directly or indirectly.

"Despite decelerating national park visits and a decline in Chinese visitor spending, Utah's travel and
tourism economy had another banner year in 2018,” said Jennifer Leaver, senior tourism analyst at the
Gardner Institute and lead author of the report. “Utah visitors are discovering and exploring the

stunning attractions that exist outside of and in between our national parks."

Key points from the report include the following:

e Spending - Visitors directly spent a record $9.75 billion in the Utah economy in 2018, a 6.5%

year-over-year increase.

e Jobs-Utah’s travel and tourism industry accounted for an estimated 136,000 total jobsin 2018,
a 5.4% year-over-year increase. Approximately 1 in 11 Utah jobs is supported by visitor

spending, either directly or indirectly.

e Wages - Private travel and tourism-related employment sectors experienced healthy year-
over-year wage increases. Passenger air industry wages increased 10.5%, foodservice wages

increased 7.8%, and wages in the accommodations sector increased 6.7%.

e Tax Revenue - The $9.75 billion in direct visitor spending— leading to $15.94 billion in total
(direct, indirect, and induced) visitor-related spending—generated an estimated $1.28 billion

in total tax revenue.

e Accommodations — Taxable sales in the accommodation sector reached $2.0 billion for the first
time everin 2018, a 5.5% year-over-year increase; however, average statewide hotel occupancy

rates and daily room rates remained flat.

e Visitation — Utah’s national parks, state parks, and ski resorts experienced record visitation in

2018.

The full report is now available online.
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ABOUT THE GARDNER POLICY INSTITUTE

The Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute serves Utah by preparing economic, demographic and public
policy research that helps the state prosper. We are Utah’s demographic experts, leaders on the Utah
economy, and specialists on public policy and survey research. We are an honest broker of INFORMED
RESEARCH, which guides INFORMED DISCUSSIONS, and leads to INFORMED DECISIONS™. For more
information, please visit gardner.utah.edu or call 801-587-3717.

ABOUT THE DAVID ECCLES SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

The Eccles School is synonymous with ‘doing.” The Eccles experience provides a world-class business
education with a unique, entrepreneurial focus on real-world scenarios where students put what they
learn into practice long before graduation. Founded in 1917 and educating more than 6,000 students
annually, the University of Utah David Eccles School of Business offers nine undergraduate majors, four
MBAs, eight other graduate programs, a Ph.D. in seven areas and executive education curricula. The
School is also home to 12 institutes, centers, and initiatives, which deliver academic research and
support an ecosystem of entrepreneurship and innovation. For more information, visit Eccles.Utah.edu
or call 801-581-7676.
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